A diagnostic dilemma: lupus nephritis or renal polyarteritis nodosa?
Lupus nephritis and renal polyarteritis nodosa (PAN) are two distinct disorders that rarely overlap. Herein, we describe a patient who was initially diagnosed with lupus nephritis based on her clinical presentation, proteinuria, hematuria, positive anti-nuclear antibody, and a kidney biopsy. A month later, the patient presented with left flank pain and weakness. A CT scan of the abdomen and pelvis showed a perinephric hematoma and the renal arteriogram revealed numerous microaneurysms within the kidney consistent with renal PAN. This case elucidates the diagnostic and management dilemmas that confront physicians taking care of patients with overlapping features of lupus nephritis and renal PAN and also points to the possible role of lupus nephritis in pathogenesis of renal PAN.